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ecosystem
rebooting the

Erica Bush finds out how a web design company is helping to save the world

BOUTIQUE
WEDDING
FAIR

GET FREE TICKET &
ENTER £100 CASH PRIZE DRAW

DoubleTree by Hilton
Sun 20th May 2018 | 11:00am - 3:30pm
Email your name to info@elitelondonevents.com to be added
to the guest list and for a chance to win £100 cash*
Hilton Atlantis Wedding Fair | 265 Rotherhithe Street | London | SE16 5HW

www.elitelondonevents.com | T. 0207 24 5136

*Winner will be announced after a bridal catwalk and needs
to be present to collect the cash prize.
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s there such thing as a green
internet?
Ben Clifford thinks so.
The 34-year-old runs a
web design company with a
difference, offering clients an
updated online look with an
eco-friendly edge.
Erjjio Studios, based at Allia
Future Business Centre, in
London Fields, uses a green
hosting provider for the
websites it creates.
“When you make a website
you need to create a web
hosting account, which is
essentially a little bit of rented
disk space in a data centre,”
said the Dalston resident.
“You can choose a hosting
plan from quite a lot of hosting
providers.
“Normally they compete
on price and speed and the
amount of data storage they
offer you, but not many of
them make any mention or put
much focus on whether they’re
powered by renewables or
fossil fuels in their data centre.
“So that’s the bit that we
think is missing, that people
don’t realise that they’re able to
make a choice between hosting
providers that either choose
renewables or don’t mention
them all.”
Currently only 20% of global
data centres are harnessing
renewable energy sources, but
Erjjio is trying to change that.
The startup was launched
in 2017 and uses a sustainable
data centre in Hemel
Hempstead, powered by
offshore wind farms.
The result is a website driven
entirely by green energy.
“In terms of global carbon
emissions, it’s estimated the
ICT sector accounts for 3% at
the moment,” said Ben.
“But the amount of data
that’s being stored and
transmitted day by day is
growing exponentially, so that
share of carbon emissions is
forecast to grow quite a lot over
the next decade or two to 5.5%
by 2025 and about 14% by 2040.
“So it’s a vital, critical time
to be looking at where we can
make changes.”
Changes that are not so hard
to make.
Erjjio allows users to check
in seconds if a website is eco
friendly simply by entering a
URL into its site.

G

oing green need not
be more expensive
either – Ben said
choosing an Erjjio
plan “isn’t noticeably
more than any good quality
alternatives” – and can be
equally high tech.
So why aren’t more people
doing it?
“That’s the question we ask
ourselves,” said the former
Thomson Reuters employee.
“There is a conversation that
needs to be had there so we’re
attempting to take the lead on

Managing director of Erjjio
Studios Ben Clifford at Allia Future
Business Centre in London Fields

spreading awareness around it.
“We find that 99% of people
we speak to just don’t realise
that it’s a thing that they can
choose.
“So I think it is surprising
that perhaps it’s not better
known about, but at the same
time it’s a nice opportunity
for people that want to make
themselves and their business
more eco-friendly to do it in a
way they haven’t discovered
before.”
Ben too was initially
oblivious to the sustainable
alternatives.
Already a conscious
consumer – recycling, reducing
waste, choosing a renewable
energy supplier and following a
plant-based diet – it was during
an online web developer
course that he learned of green
hosting plans.
He said: “It was the first time
that I’d realised that a green
hosting plan was something
that was on offer so then when
I started my own company I
knew that choosing a green
hosting provider was a
non-negotiable for me.
“I looked around for others
that were on the market and
realised that there weren’t
many, and the ones that
were around were
generally not great
quality in terms of
the rest of the hosting
package features they
offered.
“Generally where
green hosting is
available, it’s only a hosting
provider that’s offering
it, they’re not doing web
design as well.
“So we’re looking to
bundle that up into an
all-under-one-roof kind
of package for clients.
“So we’ll make you a
beautiful website but we
also have this big draw of
being a green powered website
as well.”
Go to erjjiostudios.com for more
details

What’s the
story behind
the name?
“There are a couple of sides
to it,” said Ben. “One is that
it’s loosely how you say the
number 29 in Mandarin.
“I was born on a leap
year, February 29, and
got married to my wife
on the 29th of the month.
She’s Taiwanese so speaks
Mandarin.
“Secondly, the way you
pronounce Erjjio ties in
with the mission of urging
people to move to a greener
internet.”
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It’s a vital, critical time to
be looking at where we
can be making changes
Erjjio Studios managing director Ben Clifford

